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Disposition of Claims 

4) K Claim(s) 1-26 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-26 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 27 September 2001 is/are: a)S accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1. This communication is in response to application filed on 9/27/2001. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Zhu et al (US Patent No 
6,567,8013). 

4. In reference to claim 1, Zhu teaches a method for allowing a stand-by server to take over 
support for communications from a main server, comprising: 

detecting lack of a signal initiated by a main server, wherein reception of said signal is 
indicative of availability of said main server; establishing a connection with at least one client 
connection device (column 8 lines 44-52 and column 9 lines 1-22, Zhu discloses detecting lack 
of a heartbeat signal indicating server availability, and establishing a replacement connection 
with a client); 

requesting current call state information from said client connection device; receiving 
current call state information from said client connection device (column 9 lines 8-15, Zhu 
discloses recovering state information from a local client); and 
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updating a call state information resource based on said current call state information 
received from said client connection device (column 9 lines 8-25 and column 10 lines 1-10, Zhu 
discloses updating status information). 

5. In reference to claim 2, Zhu teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising: receiving 
configuration information (column 9 lines 8-15, Zhu discloses receiving configuration 
information). 

6. In reference to claim 3, Zhu teaches the method of claim 1, wherein said establishing a 
connection with at least one client connection device includes establishing a connection with said 
client connection device using an IP address known to said client connection device (column 9 
lines 35-55, Zhu discloses communication via TCP/IP, wherein clients inherently use EP 
addresses). 

7. In reference to claim 4, Zhu teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein said requesting 
current call state information from said client connection device includes requesting information 
from said client connection device regarding status of at least one communication line supported 
by said client connection device (column 9 lines 8-25, Zhu discloses recovering status 
information). 

8. In reference to claim 5, Zhu teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein said receiving 
current call state information from said client connection device includes receiving information 
regarding status of at least one communication line supported by said client connection device 
(column 9 lines 8-15, Zhu discloses recovering status information of the communication line). 

9. In reference to claim 6, Zhu teaches the method of claim 1, further comprising: 
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prior to said detecting lack of a signal initiated by said main server, receiving at least one 
signal initiated by said main server, said at least one signal being indicative of availability of said 
main server (column 8 lines 44-52, Zhu discloses detecting lack of a heartbeat signal indicating 
server availability, and establishing a replacement connection with a client). 

10. In reference to claim 7, Zhu teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
requesting information regarding availability of said main server after said detecting lack 

of a signal initiated by said main server indicative of availability of said main server (column 8 
lines 44-67, Zhu discloses detecting lack of a heartbeat signal indicating server availability, and 
establishing a replacement connection with a client). 

11. In reference to claim 8, Zhu teaches a method for allowing a client connection device to 
switch between a main server and a stand-by server, comprising: 

conducting a call via a connection with a main server; dropping said connection to said 
main server; establishing a connection with a stand-by sewer to support said call (column 5 lines 
54-67 and column 8 lines 44-52, Zhu discloses detecting lack of a heartbeat signal indicating 
server availability, and establishing a replacement connection with a client); 

receiving a request for call state information from said stand-by server; providing current 
call state information to said stand-by server; and conducting said call via said connection with 
said stand-by server (column 9 lines 8-25 and column 10 lines 1-10, Zhu discloses recovering 
status information of the communication line). 

12. In reference to claim 9, Zhu teaches the method of claim 8, wherein said dropping said 
connection to said main server includes maintaining said call while dropping said connection to 
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said main server (column 9 lines 1-20, Zhu discloses a dropped connection with a main server 
while maintaining connection state information). 

13. In reference to claim 10, Zhu teaches the method of claim 8, further comprising: 
detecting lack of a signal sent initiated by a main server, wherein reception of said signal 

is indicative of availability of said main server (column 8 lines 44-52 and column 9 lines 1-20, 
Zhu discloses detecting lack of a heartbeat signal indicating server availability, and establishing a 
replacement connection with a client). 

14. In reference to claim 11, Zhu teaches the method of claim 10, further comprising: 
prior to said detecting lack of a signal initiated by said main server receiving at least one 

signal initiated by said main server, said at least one signal being indicative of availability of said 
main server (column 8 lines 44-52, Zhu discloses detecting lack of a heartbeat signal indicating 
server availability, and establishing a replacement connection with a client). 

15. In reference to claim 12, Zhu teaches the method of claim 8, wherein said establishing a 
connection with a stand-by server to support said call includes maintaining said call (column 9 
lines 8-15, Zhu discloses establishing a connection with a replacement server). 

16. In reference to claim 13, Zhu teaches a method for allowing a stand-by server to take 
over support for communications from a main server, comprising: 

detecting lack of a signal sent initiated by a main server, wherein reception of said signal 
is indicative of availability of said main server; establishing a connection with at least one client 
connection device (column 8 lines 44-52 and column 9 lines 1-10); 
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requesting that said client connection device reset an active call to a designated call state; 
and creating a call state information resource based, at least in pad, on said designated call state 
(column 9 lines 8-25 and column 10 lines 1-10). 

17. In reference to claim 14, Zhu teaches the method of claim 13, further comprising: 
receiving configuration information (column 9 lines 8-15). 

18. In reference to claim 15, Zhu teaches the method of claim 13, further comprising: 

prior to said detecting lack of a signal initiated by said main server, receiving at least one 
signal initiated by said main server, said at least one signal being indicative of availability of said 
main server (column 8 lines 44-65). 

19. In reference to claim 16, Zhu teaches the method of claim 13, further comprising: 
requesting information regarding availability of said main server after said detecting lack 

of a signal initiated by said main server indicative of availability of said main server (column 8 
lines 44-65). 

20. In reference to claim 17, Zhu teaches a method for allowing a client connection device to 
switch between a main server and a stand-by server, comprising: 

conducting a call via a connection with a main server; dropping said connection to said 
main server; establishing a connection with a stand-by server to support said call (column 5 lines 
54-67, column 8 lines 44-52 and column 9 lines 1-10); 

receiving a request initiated by said stand-by server to reset said call to a designated call 
state; and resetting said call to said designated call state (column 9 lines 8-25 and column 10 
lines 1-10). 
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21 . In reference to claim 18, Zhu teaches the method of claim 17, wherein said dropping said 
connection to said main server includes maintaining said call while dropping said connection to 
said main server (column 9 lines 1-25). 

22. In reference to claim 19, Zhu teaches the method of claim 17, further comprising: 
detecting lack of a signal initiated by a main server, wherein reception of said signal is 

indicative of availability of said main server (column 8 lines 44-52). 

23. In reference to claim 20, Zhu teaches the method of claim 19, further comprising: prior to 
said detecting lack of a signal initiated by said main server, receiving at least one signal initiated 
by said man server, said at least one signal being indicative of availability of said main server 
(column 8 lines 44-65). 

24. In reference to claim 21, Zhu teaches the method of claim 17, establishing a connection 
with a stand-by server to support said call includes receiving a signal from said stand-by server, 
said signal using a known IP address (column 9 lines 35-55, Zhu discloses communication via 
TCP/IP, wherein IP addresses are used). 

25. In reference to claim 22, Zhu teaches the method of claim 17, wherein said establishing a 
connection with a stand-by server to support said call includes maintaining said call (column 9 
lines 8-15). 

26. In reference to claims 23 and 25, Zhu teaches a method and a respective computer 
program product for allowing a stand-by server to take over support for communications from a 
main server, comprising: 

a main server establishing at least one connection with at least one client connection 
device for support of at least one call (column 4 lines 35-37 and column 5 lines 54-67); 



Application/Control Number: 09/965,180 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2157 

said main server providing at least one signal to a stand-by server when said main server 
is available (column 8 lines 44-52); 

said stand-by server establishing at least one connection with said at receiving at least one 
signal initiated by said main server, said at least one signal being indicative of availability of said 
main server (column 9 lines 1-22 and column 10 lines 30-65); 

said stand-by server requesting call state information from said at least one client 
connection device (column 9 lines 8-15); and 

said stand-by server updating a call state information resource based on said call state 
information received from said at least one client connection device (column 9 lines 8-25 and 
column 10 lines 1-10). 

27. In reference to claims 24 and 26, Zhu teaches the a method and a respective computer 
program product for allowing a stand-by server to take over support for communications from a 
main server, comprising: 

a main server establishing at least one connection with at least one client connection 
device for support of at least one call (column 4 lines 35-37 and column 5 lines 54-67); 

said main server providing at least one signal to a stand-by server when said main server 
is available (column 8 lines 44-52); 

said stand-by server establishing at least one connection with said at least one client 
connection device when said stand-by server does not receive a designated number of signals 
from said main server indicative of availability of said main server (column 9 lines 1 -22 and 
column 10 lines 30-65); 
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said stand-by server requesting said at least one client connection device to reset to a 
designated call state (column 9 lines 8-15); and 

said stand-by server creating a call state information resource based, at least in part, on 
said designated call state (column 11 lines 1-10). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ramy M Osman whose telephone number is (571) 272-4008. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571) 272-4001. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

RMO 

January 9, 2005 s\ j 
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